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Dear all:

At last, Newsletter 7, belated so that it could bring all the news from FAAPI CONFERENCE 2005, the thirtieth and  by far the record one as to attendance and the fact that the set quota of 1200 attendees was sold out practically a week before!

Many of the wonderful things we were looking forward to happened, namely,

· In the opening session, J. Daniel Fernandez, President of both ASPI Santa Fe Executive Committee and FAAPI 2005 Organizing Committee paid homage to the late Isabel Recaman,  member of said Association and whom many of FAAPI’s member associations had the pleasure to meet. A touching In Memoriam written by Elsa Grimaldi, also from the host association and its Organizing Committee, opens this year’s Proceedings. 

· Roberto Romero, BA in English Language and Literature, MA in Applied Linguistics, is the President of the Colombian Association of English Teachers. In his presentation- which unfortunately did not arrive in time to be published- he analyzed the changing social attitudes to teacher, priest and other important members of society and the fact that both technology and knowledge become obsolete so fast that it is almost impossible to keep up with the pace of their new developments. That is why we need to reassess the objectives of Education  taking into account  the true dimensions of knowledge and to establish high standards for the teaching profession. 

Professor Romero impressed us not only with his academic presentation but also with his profound knowledge of the ELT situation in Latin America. In this respect, we also need to reiterate our deepest gratitude to the British Council in the persons of the new Director Martin Fryer  and the Knowledge and Learning Manager, Mary Godward, not only for their generous contribution to the event and the publication of the Conference Proceedings, but for creating the conditions for the pre-agreement between ASOCOPI and FAAPI which might lead to the possibility of our next Conference becoming FAAPI’s thirty-first and the First Latin American Conference of Teachers of English, as well.   

Furthermore, we also have to thank Laura Renart, a former Executive Committee member - who refused re-election in March for a very private and joyful event about to take place presently and whom we wish all the best- for her suggestion that we should invite Ricardo Romero from Colombia as a plenary speaker

· All of the guest plenary speakers fulfilled the most demanding expectations about academic level, relevance and innovation. Not an easy challenge when the topic involves such a wide range of issues. 
All of them were thrilled to be in Argentina and paid flattering but at the same time binding homage to our country, as in the case of Ricardo Romero who announced most Latin Americans feel we represent South American dignity, something quite difficult to live up to; however his words sounded heart-felt and critically grounded.

Suresh Canagarajah told us how in his early years as a college student he became such an ardent admirer of Che Guevara and his ideals that his first publication in English was about him. To crown his comment, he uttered with due emphasis, “La lucha continúa,” in flawlessly pronounced Argentine Spanish. 

On the other hand, Dr. Heloise Helot put down her repeated but invaluable presence in FAAPI’s events to the undoubted professional level of the  ELT events it organizes and sponsors. 

· Dr. Coulthard’s  presentation was about the problems of plagiarism and how  to deal with it. He analyzed not only students’ samples but also international documents of binding life or death effects  whose only differences  were based on the spelling and stylistic demands of British English.   

· Dr. Sugata Mitra’s presentation of “The Hole in the Wall”,  the minimally invasive education project he put forward, captivated the audience from the beginning probably because the author persuaded us from the outset about the impossibility of offering institutional education to the 70% of India’s total population of 1 billion who are currently under 30 years. Setting up computers in public playgrounds for young kids to explore and acquire computer skills is not only innovative but also specially attractive because its contention is that kids do not need  systematic instruction to acquire computer skills or become computer literate. The project compared results obtained over a 9-month period and came to the conclusion that, sic, “the hole in the wall” is an effective method for ensuring computer literacy in regions where other, conventional , resources are not available.” 

The change from the “Make them learn” type of institutional education to this “Let them learn” where learners explore interacting in groups, irrespective of age or sex, seems a fascinating one! 

Many a time when the teaching point includes commands and comments extensively used in ordinary video games, kids have learnt them before undergoing  any formal instruction in English. The meaning of “over” as finished is a case in point: kids of barely 10 years of age usually comment, “Oh, yes, we know, as in “Game Over””.

In the closing panel the prestigious plenarists not only summed up their presentations but also enriched them with their own experience and comments about the Conference. Remarkable among were Dr. Malcom Coulthard from Britain and Ricardo Romero from Colombia.

· Unfortunately, and mainly because it is so difficult to foresee when Murphy’s Law is going to prove the famous slogan “If anything can go wrong, it will”, the Publishers and Bookshops’ raffle took too long and many people had left by the time his presentation started. Also, Daniel J. Fernandez had to stop his own presentation for Dr. Mitra’s to start on time. So, the raffles, although hopefully expected by most attendees will have to be scheduled at lunch time or after the Conference closing ceremony in the future. We welcome opinions and proposals in this sense, but there is no way the raffle can take longer than the time allotted in the Conference program.

· The pleasure of meeting a lot of people in the field was obvious at every moment in the event but at no time more than at the wonderful dinner party during which people danced their feet off. As a teacher from Metan – Salta, said over early breakfast at the Tucuman Bus Station: “It is not only the academic presentations nor the concurrent sessions,  but the chance to meet colleagues from all over the country, share with them and feel the joy of being a professional, that lures us back every year.”  It  was also great to meet teachers from different cities, some of  whom have been meeting at FAAPI’s Conferences for the last twenty years. 

· The member Teacher Associations’ Meeting atended by reps from every corner of Argentina: Salta, Jujuy, Corrientes, Posadas, San Juan, Bariloche, La Rioja, Santiago del Estero, Ushuaia, Rio Gallegos, Bahia Blanca, Rio Cuarto, Tucuman, Concepcion del Uruguay, Cordoba, Parana, Mar del Plata, Buenos Aires, San Nicolas.  What a thrill! There were many volunteers to organize FAAPI 2006 but we extended the deadline to determine next year’s location because increasing numbers require a certain kind of “mega- infrastructure’ not only for the venue itself but for the wide range of accommodation  required.

· Many people coming from places where the local Association has lost wind over the last   few years- probably because of  2001 crisis- have promised to join efforts to re-launch them. We have already received a message from Corrientes and formal promises from other four. We would really love to hear from many others, so please, get in touch should you want to start a local Association where there isn’t one. 

And now, honouring our promise to publish the news as soon as we had it, we can  proudly announce that APrIR,  Asociacion de Profesores de Ingles de Rosario have pledged to organize FAAPI 2006. 

*******

Miscellanea

A Teacher’s Prayer by Jill Wolf

I want to teach

My students more

Than lessons in a book.

I want to teach them

Deeper things

Than people ever look.

The value of

A rose in bloom,

Its use and beauty, too.

A sense of curiosity 

To discover

What is true;

How to think 

And how to choose

The right above the wrong,

How to live 

And learn each day 

And grow up to be strong.

To teach them always

How to win in wisdom and in grace, 

So they will some day

Make the world 

A  brighter and better place.

Lord let me be

A friend and guide

To give these minds a start

Upon their way

Down life’s long road, 

Then I’ll have done

My part.         

   We look forward to hearing from you.

   All the best,

	Ana Maria Pettinari

Secretary
	Norma Beatriz Boetsch  de Moraga

Presidente
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