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Dear all:

I do wish this Newsletter had come out  immediately after FAAPI XXXIII Conference for the event  was worth an issue all of its own. But October was almost as busy as September in the academic  sense since we were invited to both APIZALS and ACPI´s Seminars, events which would also  merit full attention so this newsy Newsletter will be on the academic prowess of our affiliate TAs and how they do manage to combine professionalism and conviction to produce such interesting conferences and seminars.
                  FAAPI XXXIII Annual Conference  
“I’m very impressed by the very strong sense of community and friendship that everybody here seems to share and that is something that in my experience is quite unique. And I congratulate you and F.A.A.P.I. for creating that sense of community”. (Henry Widdowson, Santiago del Estero, 18th September, 2008) 
The simplicity of the message addressed to APISE EC by Dr. Widdowson is enough to depict what most of us experienced in the event. With that same simplicity, standing before the lectern on the ground he unfolded before a thousand strong audience the opening plenary interspersing some histrionic comments but at the same time reaching each and everyone with his message. The simplicity of the great- someone said. That is right, the simplicity and the forbearance of the great for he was victimized by the hundreds of teachers and trainees who wanted to get a photo with him or his autograph in their books! 
Besides his, many thank-you notes and complimenting messages were received by APISE 
Well in keeping with the ever increasing academic level of out national events, FAAPI XXXIII was a Conference to look back on for many years to come. From beginning to end, plenary speakers of the stature of Henry Widdowson, Rod Bolitho, David Marsh, Ann Maljers and many others held us spellbound with their presentations. 
 Looking back in wonder it can be ascertained  that in spite of Murphy’s  intervention in the meteorological aspect with 80 kmph winds blowing down a light pole that crashed down on one of the campus transformers,  the organizing TA managed to make do with the alternative electrical unit they had hired, just in case. Obviously the power thus obtained was barely enough to make the most of modern technological devices, which put to test the class management skills of most presenters.

Careful organization blown to pieces just because session schedules had to be rearranged on the basis of the daylight available in different rooms since the Power Company argued that the tree causing the disaster was on private premises and they would see to the problem the next day!    As one of the members of the Organizing Committee ruefully expressed, “We might even list in alphabetical order everything that might have  gone wrong and did,” still under the impression of her husband’s car being missed by a split secong by the falling tree. Yet, the sessions were held to plan and the only one called off, was so on account of the presenter’s falling ill the day before!  

So presenters waited patiently for their new premises to be announced; attendees forbore stoically the frightening flapping noises of the marquee and assistants tried hard to relay all the new changes reassigning the sessions to rooms with enough daylight. The Buffet Service people rose to the occasion and asked for permission to offer their service in the Auditorium on the promise of leaving it shipshape by 3 o’clock. And so on and so forth!

But the academic level we had expected was there all the time, probably helped by the best will and sense of humour of most plenary speakers, for, as Anna  Maljers expressed shrugging the problems off with a smile, “I come from a country with  strong winds.” 

Perhaps the greatest asset of the event was the fact that from the opening session to the final panel discussion and through each and every one of the concurrent sessions the topic was defined, discussed, analyzed and agreed on. 

So from the bottom of our heart FAAPI Executive Committee  congratulate and thank the organizing Teacher Association for a work well-done managing to create a wonderfully hospitable atmosphere seasoned with their local flavour. 
TAs’ Reps Meeting at FAAPI XXXIII Conference 2008

At the end of Friday in the middle of yet another power-cut, Reps from all over the country convened, shared information and exchanged ideas in the Hospitality Room. Most of APIBB EC together with the former President attended and  reported briefly on the initial organization steps of FAAPI XXXIV Conference 2009 and handed out brochures.  For more detailed information see Echoes from FAAPI Conference 2008 2: Reps’ Meeting Minute at www.faapi.org.ar 
We were sorry that the Closing Ceremony program so was tightly packed there was no time for the clip APIBB had prepared to announce FAAPI 2009, but we are eagerly looking forward to seeing it at FAAPI AGM 2009. 
ASPI Salta

Apart from their interesting two-stage Annual Seminar, making the most of Rod Bolitho’s presence in our country ASPI Salta EC organized a one-day Seminar on September 22nd to try to offer local teachers the chance to have first-hand experience of his proficient session management and his ability to turn the  difficult accessible and simpler  involving  everyone. That was a privilege to be thankful for, as well. So our gratitude to ASPI Salta.
APIZALS
Asociación de Profesores de Inglés de Zona Andina y Línea Sur

I had the privilege to be invited to present “TAs’ Bonds across Cultures” jointly with Gabriela Tavella, one of its members, at APIZALS Annual Seminal held  October 16th through 17th  

This time that privilige was threefold: beautiful place, warm and participative audience in a final plenary where we took advantage of the presence of the EC members to ask them  to state their mission. The presentation was part of the Cascading Project to which both Gabriela and I committed ourselves as attendees to the Hornby Trust Seminar “TAs: Next Steps in December 2007“.  
The Seminar itself featured very interesting presentations but unfortunately bus schedules meant I could actually attend very few, two of them presented by Martin Eayrs, which I did enjoy: a plenary about the growing impact of EAP as lingua franca and a concurrent session about a critical look at the reliability of technologies as source of knowledge. 
Thumbs up  for their success and our heartfelt gratitude for the chance to advertise what  FAAPI and Teacher Associations are all about, how Associations work hard to comply with their mission and how not only  do ELT professionals and practising teachers benefit  from their work,  but also the whole ELT and tourist services. 
ACPI

Asociación Cordobesa de Profesores de Inglés

FAAPI has to thank ACPI for two very important attentions, first inviting all the Executive Committee to its Conference “Testing for or against Learning“, held October 24th through 25th, thus facilitating our EC meeting and allowing us to appreciate their splendid team work in which the new Executive Committee members worked side by side with members of the former one to produce a great academic event with their own newsy paper coming out punctually on Saturday afternoon with photographs, comments, an interview with yours truly, their own history, a highly deserved tribute to Professor Luis G. González plus lots of  smiling faces attesting to the joy of getting together to learn and all of it splashed with humor. The crowning achievement is the wonderful CD put together in a techonological feat that makes this academic sessions available to anyone interested.
The unflagging academic level justified the interest aroused by high level plenary speakers and presenters in concurrent sessions among which another instance of “TA Bonds across Cultures“ was presented, this time unipersonally. Once again our heartfelt gratitude to ACPI for organizing the event so well  and giving FAAPI the opportunity to make our mission known. 

APrIR

Associación Profesores de Inglés de Rosario
The APrIR Journal Volume XII, 2006-2008 recently received, displays a great variety of articles, comments, quotable quotes, poems and humour, all of which make it worth reading and hard to put down. 
Compiled and edited by Nora Lilián Séculi, it features a variety of articles celebrating their thirtieth anniversary: thirty years of being an Association of teachers, by teachers, for teachers. 
Congratulations AprIR, all the best to you. May you continue serving your community for many years to come!

                                                           MISCELLANEA
· There are three ways to become a millionaires these days: Earn it. Inherit it. Sue.
· The three stages of being ill: ill, pill, bill.
· When I fly, I think about only three things- faith, hope and gravity.
· The three stages of man: he believes in Santa; he does not believe in Santa; he is Santa.
***
Some teen-age boys were discussing the opposite sex. “Aw, sniffed a sophisticate of 17, „girls are a dime a dozen.“

“Gee“, sighed a younger lad,“and to think I´ve been spending my money on bubble-gum.“

***

The traveler picked up the pen at the plush hotel’s registration desk.
“What have you got for twenty dollars?“ he asked.

“You’re holding it,“ replied the clerk.

                                                              ***

A corporation president entered his large limousine.

“Ah,“ he observed, “new driver. What’s your name?“

“Charles, sir.“

“Sorry, I don’t call my employees by their first names,“ said the executive. “What’s your surname?“

“It’s Darling, sir.“

“Well ..., drive on, Charles.“

***

Question: What do you get when you put laughing gas in your guests’ coffee?“

Answer: A brew-haha.“

Best regards,
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