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Since 1971 reaching out to ELT professionals to share our vision and mission
FAAPI’s NEWSLETTER 20
2009
Dear all:
HAPPY FRIENDS’ DAY

The day that celebrates that feeling of otherness that adds joy to our lives! A feeling we, as a federation of teachers’ associations, know the value of since it is the driving force in the commitment of so many volunteers selflessly working to further the development of ELT professionals in Argentina.  ...”for friends will be friends through  thick and thin…” 
Should you for a split second feel a flicker of doubt, look at the case in point:
Worldwide lean year, flu pandemia, forced vacations, personal meetings put off, what else could crop up? Very little, we hope. But never mind: APIBB CD and FAAPI XXXIV Organizing Committee keep on working on it resolutely fueled  by their commitment and aided by the technological means which enable them to spread the news of their  progress towards the most important ELT academic event of the year! 

Not surprisingly ELT professionals have responded enthusiastically to their Call for Papers and sixty-one proposals have been analyzed as the topic- as anticipated- has elicited a wide range of contributions likely to cater to the preferences of all attendees who will find it difficult to choose which ones to attend. From kindergarten to teacher education many interesting proposals show the academic growth of ELT professionals in Argentina ready to share out their views.  
But the list of plenary speakers conjugates both international and national names, namely, Dave Allan  (Britain), Cate Brubaker (USA), Mary Lou McCloskey (USA), Claudia Ferradas, Gustavo González, Mariano Quinterno, Gustavo Paz. Some of them, such as Dave Allan, Cate Brubaker and Mary Lou McCloskey will also offer workshops. Actually workshops, papers, demonstrations, panel discussions and poster presentation feature   Ana María Arméndariz, Pamela Arraraz, Daniel Fernández, Analía Kandel, Ian Martin, Jenny Dooley, Silvia Schnitzler, Jaemes Shanley, María Marta Suárez. We also welcome the contribution of Antonio Irizar and  Addita Chiappy from the teachers’ association of Cuba.  Semi plenaries feature Alejandra Ottolina, Lucrecia Pratt Gay, Chris Kunz, León Zuna, Charlie López.   In addition there will be a new edition of “A room of one’s own” with Olga Liberto, Susana Gullco Groisman and  Mariela Amez.  But remember you can follow up the organizational development at www.apibb.org.ar
So September Conference sparkles ahead in our horizon- almost as the silver lining of the current grey clouds- inviting and promising a great academic event together with the joy of reuniting, something that most of our ELT professionals mention as one of the assets of the Conference: the chance to meet colleagues from other states, renew acquaintances, start new friendships and share experiences. This time by the sea! We cannot make any promises regarding climatic contingencies, except that with your help, we will be ready to weather them all in good company and great spirits!
***

We renewed FAAPI institutional membership to IATEFL’s Wider Membership Scheme which enables all FAAPI members who subscribe for $50 (pesos) to receive their bimonthly Newsletter “Voices” and subscribe to their Special Interest Groups at reduced fees. 

We have just received the latest issue of “Voices”# 209, newsier than ever, and with great comments about IATEFL 2009 held at Cardiff.  Claudia Ferradas’ closing plenary received very complementary reviews: …”Can we as teachers of English help our students move from Krachu’s outer circles to the inner one? A virtuoso performance by Claudia of the haunting tango (Cafetín de Buenos Aires) drove the point home. These useful ideas in an entertaining and attractive format were greeted by rapturous applause from the audience packing the Assembly Room.”  And comments such as the one entitled “Diverse people with one purpose” by Evangeline Vissiac G.Carrillo from the Philippines:  …”I was deeply moved by Claudia Ferradas’ final plenary. As she discussed “Cafetín de Buenos Aires, I recognized my students. I realized I don’t merely engage them in learning the language but also act as a bridge that connects their world to the culture they are reading about.”

    Herbert Puchta, IATEFL’s current President reminds that the conference sessions video material is available until the next conference on http://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2009.
Maureen Ellis’ article “Fresh Beginnings at IATEFL, Cardiff” lives up to its description as: “An impassioned plea from Maureen Ellis to use language for development purposes.” What she means by development purposes is clearly defined by herself when she says,  … “Most of us will need to analyze the language we have come to take for granted in this mutual determination of the meanings and values that should guide our social life (Williams, 1983). Others may need to ask if the structural grammar and vocabulary horizons we accept for our students are adequate to the socio-cultural complexities of life today, and search for meanings and interpretations beyond our current interpretations. We may have to admit that we have been less than “critical thinkers”, slow to challenge the dominance of neo-liberal meanings: where democracy has been allowed to refer to an activity once every four years, where “freedom to choose” has shamefully increased the gap between the rich and the poor, and where “training” has focused on the technicist aspects of teaching. 
… While tracing the effects of the neo-liberal marketisation of education (Apple et al. 2005, Ball et al., 2007) and declaiming the disastrous collapse of the global economy, we might do some soul-searching of the economic within our lives: the easy generalization which allows us to point a finger and lay the blame at the door of the Other, whether that be the Americans. The Christians, the Muslims, the corrupt politicians of the developing world, the underdeveloped north of England, or the manipulative resource-rich London and South East, the younger generation, et al. How could we accept for so long the cheap technological toys available to us, the fine expensive carpets, the range of choice in our supermarkets without considering the social and political deprivation and manipulation behind such production (Leonard 2007)?
  It’s time to acknowledge that teacher education courses” …,” have not equipped our teachers with respect or empathy for their multi-lingual students. Language practitioners today must realize that the battles over global issues will be fought on the field of language as much as anywhere. If we are to be critical global educators, such critical thinking will have to begin with us and our use of this expertise of language on which we pride ourselves. Such an agenda will enable educators in every discipline, to examine their role in the current global crises. A mapping of our ELT processes and products onto the larger goals and perspectives of development, will also offer new synergies and lacunae for collaborative research.  …..
  Eight key concepts of global citizenship, social justice, conflict resolution, sustainable development, interdependence, human rights (including linguistic), diversity, and values and perception (read Critical Awareness), offer a framework which could unite the efforts of teachers of EFL, ESL, EAP, EOP, ESP, with all language teachers, while CLIL provides further energizing links with other disciplines and sources are available aplenty (Noddings 1992; the work of Rwals and Ponge described in Enslin, 2009). For those who need further convincing, simply google “global citizenship”, the “global dimension”, or simply “cosmopolitanism” for the start of a rewarding journey.
 A conference offers a chance to lift our sights, to refresh and recharge vision and mission, and to open doors to further professional development.”…

May we in ELT not be found wanting when the reckoning comes. Sullivan’s work (cited in Gardner 2008) reminds us we “are material spirits, spirits of matter”, with “mysterious spirituality”; our inscapes are marked by differentiation, subjectivity and communion. “The universe is a community of subjects, not a collection of objects.” Let us remember our cosmopolitan identities, and the Stoic grace of “logos”, which equates speech with rational thought to allow the wise a glimpse of the numinous or divine laws in our lives (Heater 2002).

In “Forgetting what we are here for”,  Simon Buckland muses on acculturation, Vygostky and ELT. But above all he insists on the essential issue of assessing students’ personal backgrounds, interests and needs in planning any course.

In “Conveying moral and ethical values through teaching English as an official language”, Kayigema Jacques from Rwanda states that Lancuage teaching materials constitute a tremendous source of information about people’s beliefs, culture, history, civilization, and religion. As well as being a useful source of language, idioms, proverbs, stories, tales, plays and poems, can therefore be an important tool to communicate moral and ethical values.

In further browsing Voices we also found that the first winner of the Consultants-e On line IATEFL scholarship was María Graciana Salvatti from Argentina. So those interested might keep an eye open for the scholarships offered to attend IATEFL Conferences whose application usually expires by the end of September.
***
MISCELLANEA

Let´s have a bit of humour now:

Teacher: “You missed school yesterday, didn’t you, Sammy?”

Sammy:  ”Not much, miss.” 
***

“When is a window like a star?”
“When it is a skylight.

***

“What kind of bow can´t be tied?
“A rainbow.”

***

Doctor: “What´s the matter then?”

Patient: I’m so worried. I keep thinking I’m a pair of curtains.”

Doctor: “Don’t worry and pull yourself together!

                                                              ***
And two IQ challenges whose answers you may consult directly on our website www.faapi.org.ar
Conflicting Allegiance: Who played for both Italy and Russia at the Olympic Games the same year?

Family Fun: The mother, father, son, daughter, uncle, aunt, brother, sister, cousin, nephew and niece of a family are all present at a family gathering. A photo is taken of them all. What is the least number of people in the photo?
Take care but have fun. See you in Bahía Blanca. Best regards,  

	Norma Beatriz Boetsch

          President
	
	Soledad García Luna
        Secretary
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